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‘““T M Ninety-five! I’m Ninety-five!’ the Century sang merrily, bounding into the 
sanctum sanctorum of the Light of Europe. 

The Falerian was produced from its hiding-place, and fragrant wreaths curled from 
the cigars of peace. 

The Seer and the Sere and Yellow clasped hands. 

Then the song gave place toa sigh. ‘‘ One more lustrum,”’ said the sorrowful Century, 
‘‘and I shall be numbered among the Have Beens.”’ 

And Fun exclaimed, ‘‘ Then, dash my cap and bells, but it’s time you had a testimonial. 
What shall it be ?”’ 

Then the forehead of the Wit was furrowed with the wrinkles of Wisdom. 

‘‘Let me see,” Fun mused, “the Maker of Centuries has got all the shillings in 
circulation. There is the Command-in-Chief, but that ought to be a Bobs testimonial.” 

‘‘ M’yes,”’ said the Seer, ‘‘ but you know the arithmetical value of ‘‘ ought’ when there 
are Royalties and Rings to be considered. Then, again, the Shahzada has got all the gold 
and silver caskets.”’ 

They puffed their cigars with the persistency of minor poets puffing their works, only 
silently. 

‘‘What better honour for an Age than the Knightage ?”” Fun asked. 

“Well,” the Nineteenth Century admitted, ‘‘the title has gained some dignity since 
men of genius have begun to wear it. En passant, I think I can claim to have produced 
in Sir Henry as fine an actor as any of my predecessors.” 


Then a light burst on the waning Century. 
‘‘T have it,”’ he exclaimed; “‘ or, rather, I shall have it if you will grant the boon,” 


“Tt is yours,” said Fun. ‘ Name it.” 

‘Give me Twelve more Volumes,” the Century implored, and the Seer, whose joy it is 
to give joy to others, replied, ‘I will; here’s one to be going on with.” And into the 
outstretched hands of the nonogenarian Century he placed 

Tue Sixty-Finst Votume or ‘* Fun.” 
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